Summer At One Hope Part 6: God’s Plan

(Acts 17:24-31 NLT) “The God who made the world and everything in it is Lord of heaven and earth,
he doesn’t live in man-made temples, and human hands can’t serve his needs—for he has no needs.
He himself gives life and breath to everything, and he satisfies every need. From one man he
created all the nations throughout the whole earth. He decided beforehand when they should rise
and fall, and he determined their boundaries. “His purpose was for the nations to seek after God
and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him—though he is not far from any one of us. For in
him we live and move and exist. As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ And
since this is true, we shouldn’t think of God as an idol designed by craftsmen from gold or silver or
stone. “God overlooked people’s ignorance about these things in earlier times, but now he
commands everyone everywhere to repent of their sins and turn to him. For he has set a day for
judging the world with justice by the man [Jesus] he has appointed, and he proved to everyone who
this is by raising him from the dead.”
✓ "Seek after God” - Know God
✓ “Repent of their sins” - Find Freedom
✓ “We are His offspring” - Discover Purpose
✓ “In Him we live and move and exist” - Make a Difference

Difference: The state or relation of being different.
Difference: A significant change in or effect on a situation.
(Matthew 25:31-40 NLT) “But when the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him,
then he will sit upon his glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered in his presence, and he will
separate the people as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will place the sheep at
his right hand and the goats at his left. “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who
are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. For I
was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited
me into your home. I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in
prison, and you visited me.’ “Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you
hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and give you something to drink? Or a stranger and show you
hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing? When did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit
you?’ “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my
brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!”

Page 1 of 2

Make A Difference
1. Meet a need.
(Luke 10:25-29 NIV) “On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he
asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do
you read it?” He answered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength and with all your mind’ ; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ ” “You have
answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” But he wanted to justify himself, so
he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
(Luke 10:36-37 NIV) “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into
the hands of robbers?” The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told
him, “Go and do likewise.”

2. Apply a strength.
(Romans 12:6-8, 13 NLT) “In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things
well. So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has
given you. If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. If your gift
is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given you
leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to
others, do it gladly… When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to
practice hospitality.”

3. Keep a focus on people.
“If someone sees God in me, I am happy. I see God in everyone” - Mother Teresa
(Matthew 9:35-38 NIV) “Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness.
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but
the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest
field.”

4. Earn a right to share God’s plan.
(Acts 4:11-12 NLT) “For Jesus is the one referred to in the Scriptures, where it says, ‘The stone that
you builders rejected has now become the cornerstone.’ There is salvation in no one else! God
has given no other name under heaven by which we must be saved.”
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