#Goals Part 2: Greatness Needs A Plan

(Jeremiah 29:11 NIV) For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and
not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.
“A goal without action steps is just a fantasy.”
“Goals turn a wondering generality into a meaningful specific.”

Greatness Needs A Plan
(Genesis 24:12-18 NKJV) Then the Lord said to Moses, “Come up to Me on the mountain and be there;
and I will give you tablets of stone, and the law and commandments which I have written, that you may
teach them.” So Moses arose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up to the mountain of God. And
he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you. Indeed, Aaron and Hur are with you. If
any man has a difficulty, let him go to them.” Then Moses went up into the mountain, and a cloud covered
the mountain. Now the glory of the Lord rested on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on
the seventh day He called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. The sight of the glory of the Lord was
like a consuming fire on the top of the mountain in the eyes of the children of Israel. So Moses went into
the midst of the cloud and went up into the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and
forty nights.
1. Accept necessary endings.
“Getting to the next level always requires ending something, leaving it behind, and moving on.
Growth itself demands that we move on. Without the ability to end things, people stay stuck, never
becoming who they are meant to be, never accomplishing all that their talents and abilities should
afford them.” - Dr Henry Cloud
(John 15:1-2 ESV) "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does
not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more
fruit.

2. Manage disappointments.
(Proverbs 13:12 NLT) Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a dream fulfilled is a tree of life.
(John 4:6-19 NLT) Jesus, tired from the long walk, sat wearily beside the well about noontime. 7Soon a
Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Please give me a drink.” 8He was alone
at the time because his disciples had gone into the village to buy some food. 9The woman was
surprised, for Jews refuse to have anything to do with Samaritans. She said to Jesus, “You are a Jew,
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and I am a Samaritan woman. Why are you asking me for a drink?” 10Jesus replied, “If you only knew
the gift God has for you and who you are speaking to, you would ask me, and I would give you living
water.” 11“But sir, you don’t have a rope or a bucket,” she said, “and this well is very deep. Where
would you get this living water? 12And besides, do you think you’re greater than our ancestor Jacob,
who gave us this well? How can you offer better water than he and his sons and his animals enjoyed?”
13Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this water will soon become thirsty again. 14But those who drink
the water I give will never be thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling spring within them, giving
them eternal life.” 15“Please, sir,” the woman said, “give me this water! Then I’ll never be thirsty again,
and I won’t have to come here to get water.” 16“Go and get your husband,” Jesus told her. 17“I don’t
have a husband,” the woman replied. Jesus said, “You’re right! You don’t have a husband—18for you
have had five husbands, and you aren’t even married to the man you’re living with now. You certainly
spoke the truth!” 19“Sir,” the woman said, “you must be a prophet.
✓ I process them with the word of God.
✓ I challenge them with Godly friendships.
✓ I wash them away in worship.

3. Start looking for opportunities.
(1 Corinthians 16:9 NASB) For a wide door for effective service has opened to me, and there are many
adversaries.
(Isaiah 43:18-19 NASB) Do not call to mind the former things, or ponder things of the past. Behold, I
will do something new, now it will spring forth; will you not be aware of it? I will even make a roadway
in the wilderness, rivers in the desert.

4. Build productive habits.
(Ecclesiastes 11:4 TLB) If you wait for perfect conditions, you will never get anything done.
(Matthew 11:12 NLT) And from the time John the Baptist began preaching until now, the Kingdom of
Heaven has been forcefully advancing, and violent people are attacking it.
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